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Abstract

Zahir Raihan is known in Bangla literature and film mainly as a strong political voice of protest. In his stories, the
oppression and deprivation of a colonial and undemocratic state, military rule, the struggles of the middle class, and the
dream of national freedom from the Language Movement to the Liberation War (1952-1971) appear in many layered
ways. His active role in the Language Movement, his involvement in mass uprisings, and his film work during the
Liberation War are all closely linked to the political consciousness in his writing. This article studies a set of selected
stories, especially “Ekusher Galpo”, “Massacre”, and “Poster”, to trace how political protest runs continuously from the
Language Movement to the Liberation War. It also uses examples from his short story collection Suryagrahan, his novels,
and his films (Jibon Theke Neya, Stop Genocide) to show how the experiences of middle- and lower-middle-class life are
turned into political narratives in his work. Overall, this is a review-type textual analysis that, using existing criticism
and historical context, tries to offer a combined assessment of Zahir Raihan’s political storytelling.
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